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Foreword

According to the UN World Urbanization Report 2007, by mid-2007, for the
first time in history, most of the world’s population would be living in towns
and cities. This phenomenon is referred to as the arrival of the “Urban
Millennium,” when the “tipping point” had been reached for the
transformation from a rural to an urban culture.

The rapid growth of urban populations has also been experienced by
developing countries, such as those in the Mekong Region. There, as in other
parts of the world, urbanization has created opportunities and challenges not
only for the inhabitants and administrators of cities and towns, but also for
those living in the hinterlands.

Therefore, this publication produced by the Sustainable Mekong Research
Network (SUMERNET) research project is very timely and relevant, as it
discusses the various impacts, both positive and negative, of urbanization on
the hinterlands of two urban centers: the cities of Khon Kaen in Thailand and
Vang Vieng in Lao PDR.

SUMERNET, a research network with a long-term mission of informing and
influencing sustainable development in the Mekong Region through credible
research and policy engagement, is privileged to support this interesting and
valuable project led by the Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University, Thailand.

This publication illustrates the lessons learned by the project teams working
together across borders. The lessons emerged from collaboration among the
team members from Thailand and Laos and their engagement with boundary
partners, including policy actors. These lessons can prove beneficial in the
long term for both social scientists and policy makers who wish to do research
on and policy engagement in similar areas.

SUMERNET hopes that the research findings can be taken into consideration
for policy makers and administrators in these two cities and also for other
secondary urban centers facing similar challenges in sustainable urban
planning and management and in efforts to address the negative impacts of
unplanned urbanization.

SUMERNET commends the invaluable efforts of the authors of this publication and
all members of the research team, who undertook this research for the last two
years, engaged with the boundary partners including policy makers, and
successfully documented and shared the research findings through this publication.

Bangkok, September 2013
Chayanis Krittasudthacheewa, Ph.D.
SUMERNET Program Manager
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Preface

This book is a summary of the body of knowledge gained from the research
project under the same title. The research is an outcome of the collaboration
of several partners that are concerned with the changes that have occurred
in the Mekong Region, and their impacts on the society, communities and
people of this region. The key organizations are the Center for Research on
Plurality in the Mekong Region, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Khon Kaen University, Thailand and the Faculty of Social Sciences, National
University of Laos, Lao PDR. The Sustainable Mekong Research Network
(SUMERNET) is the key research donor and supporter for learning networks
among academic and development organizations.

This research shows that rapid urbanization, which has become one of the
mostimportant phenomena in the Mekong Region, has created many impacts
on its urban areas and rural hinterlands. The research also shows that people
in the hinterlands are very aware of these impacts, both positive and negative.
Unfortunately, the administrative structures of the state and the local governments
cannot adjust to the problems which have now transcended the city and town
boundaries. Especially if we take people’s problems and development needs
as a focus, the boundaries of the city, the town, the metropolitan, the
municipality, and the hinterlands have become blurred, and need to be
surmounted. This is a new challenge for urban management.

On behalf of the Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region,  would
like to thank the research partners, both those whose names are mentioned
here and those whose names are not. I wish to thank the researchers from
Thailand and Lao PDR who thoughtfully initiated and completed this research
mission. In addition to this work, they have organized policy forums in
Thailand and Lao PDR, presented and published research papers to international
academic communities, and published this book in three languages. All these
accomplishments have enabled the research to reach concerned organizations
and a wider audience. [ share the research team’s hope that this research will
be another force to create change in perspectives and lead to new actions
towards sustainable urban development in the Mekong Region.

Maniemai Thongyou, Ph.D.

Director, Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region
Khon Kaen University

September 2013
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