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Abstract

The aim of this research was to explore, analyze and synthesize
theses on Vietnamese history written by Vietnamese students or researchers.
Data were collected from university libraries across the three regions of
Vietnam. The study used an analytical framework by classifying data into
issues and periods. Data were grouped according to the following historical
periods: the pre-French period, the French presence in Vietnam, the United
States presence in Vietnam and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The study
weighed the depth of research works and examined the historiography of each
period. Of the 300 items found in the survey, only Vietnamese historical
theses were taken into consideration.

Therefore the objectives of this research were the following:
1) to survey historical research in Vietnam over a period of 25 years
(1985-2010) in order to identify the topics that Vietnamese scholars are
interested in, 2) to create annotations so that people interested in Vietnamese
history can find such data conveniently, and 3) to create a database that can
be used for future research or for in-depth studies and avoid replication of
work already done.

Despite certain limitations on access to information, it can be
concluded that the Socialist Republic of Vietnam period was the favorite
subject of Vietnamese researchers, followed by the United States in Vietnam,
the French in Vietnam and the pre-French period in Vietnam, respectively.
In addition, researchers were interested in the Socialist period because books
and articles about it outnumber those about the preceding periods as
information is more available and people tend to take an interest in the
history of recent times. Also, for the researchers themselves, it is more
convenient to access this period’s database rather than the others. The
“Fighting & War” issues to liberate the nation, which transcend boundaries of
gender, age, class and area (North, Central, South), always attract interest in
the topics “the French in Vietnam” and “United States in Vietnam.” Such
topics have been repeated again and again until they eventually became
part of the discourse which is widely accepted without any argument by
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Vietnamese students and researchers. In addition, the study of the pre-French
period, especially the Nguyen dynasty, beginning with the Nguyen family
(Le dynasty) which became established as the Nguyen dynasty, was more
interesting to Vietnamese researchers in all dimensions than the Ly-Tran and
Ho dynasty periods because information and evidence about the former are
more accessible. However, the survey found out that most researchers formed
their ideas according to Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi Minh’s ideology. The
researchers analyzed descriptive writing rather than creating new academic
arguments or criticisms. All of the above became “cultural writings” and were
accepted in the circle of Vietnamese researchers, reflecting both a “set of
knowledge” about Vietnam’s national history in the present under the
socialist regime and the ideology of nationalism. At the same time,
Vietnamese students working on their research relate to the Vietnamese
domestic political context of each period as well.
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